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This issue of the Journal includes six papers developed by members of the New York Area HIV Research Centers Consortium. The Consortium was founded in 2002 to further inter-institutional and multi-disciplinary collaborations between HIV/AIDS researchers in the New York area. As members of 21 research organizations in New York, Connecticut, and New Jersey, Consortium investigators address a broad range of bio-medical and socio-behavioral aspects of the HIV/AIDS epidemic.
The first scientific conference of the Consortium was held in December 2003, with approximately 130 HIV/AIDS investigators attending, and was partially funded by the NIH Office of AIDS Research. The conference included plenary panel discussions and workgroups charged with developing recommendations for urgent and emergent research needs in the epidemic. The six papers in this issue emanated from the Conference workgroups, and their authorship represents cross-Center, inter-disciplinary efforts.
Each paper provides a summary of the research in a particular critical area and makes recommendations for future research directions. The papers address a range of topics, from basic science to clinical to population issues. The recommendations from all six papers provide a research agenda in critical areas of HIV-related research. This agenda can be used by policy makers, funding agencies and researchers in the development and implementation of a strategic plan for multi-disciplinary future research. DEHOVITZ ET AL. 4 
